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Annex III – Prototypes and experimental flights 

1. Scope 

This chapter shall cover the use of any unmanned aircraft which is not addressed by annex I or II of 

this decree. 

This shall include: 

- prototype aircraft flights or flights allowing new technologies to be developed; 

- experimental flights, even those performed using an aircraft the airworthiness of which has 

already been assessed by the Minister in charge of civil aviation, if the aircraft is not 

covered by the stipulated conditions of its approved use. 

2. Principle 

These prototype aircraft or aircraft for experimental purposes shall not be classified on the basis of 

the Categories referred to in Chapter II. They may be flown only after specific temporary 

authorisation is obtained in the form of a laissez-passer. 

3. Flights by prototypes or experimental flights 

A flight authorisation shall be issued by the Minister responsible for civil aviation where the 

applicant has satisfactorily met the technical conditions and restrictions imposed by the Minister 

responsible for civil aviation in order to ensure the safety of third parties and property on the 

ground. 

The technical conditions shall be adapted to the type of flight planned and shall cover 

- the aircraft's airworthiness, including, where applicable, the relevance of the planning of its flight 

path or its emergency control mode,  

- the remote pilot's capabilities, including, where applicable, his/her ability to take control over the 

machine in the event of a problem during an automatic flight, 

- the operator’s procedures. 

The technical conditions may also define limitations of use. 

 

The applicant submits an experimental flight technical file with all justifications necessary to 

address the above technical conditions, up to the satisfaction of the minister in charge of civil 

aviation. 

The experimental flights technical file shall detail the experimental flights conditions, safety 

precautions in order to ensure third parties safety, including airspace restrictions use necessary for 

other airspace users safety. 

4. Overflying of French territory 

An unmanned prototype aircraft or any aircraft on an experimental flight with a laissez-passer may 

perform flights over the territory of the French Republic only. 


